Convenient access to polysubstituted 1-indanones by Sc(OTf)3-catalyzed intramolecular Friedel-Crafts acylation of benzyl Meldrum's acid derivatives.
[reaction: see text] The intramolecular Friedel-Crafts acylation of benzyl Meldrum's acids is catalyzed by Sc(OTf)(3) under mild reaction conditions. Several polysubstituted 1-indanones have been prepared.